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The  Civic  Centre, 

Colwyn  Bay. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Health  Committee  of  Abergele  U.D.C. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  on  the  health 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Abergele  for  the  year  1967. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
district  for  mid-year  1967  is  10,520.  This  is  an  increase  of  310  over 
the  1966  mid-year  estimated  population.  The  number  of  live  births 
occurring  in  the  district  during  1967  was  166,  whilst  the  number  of 
deaths  registered  was  149.  Therefore  the  population  has  shown  a 
natural  increase  of  17.  If  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 
population  is  to  be  accepted,  this  indicates  that  293  persons  have 
migrated  into  the  area  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  approximates 
at  26.7  to  the  birth  rate  as  recorded  in  1966,  whilst  the  death  rate 
at  14.2  is  lower  than  the  previous  year,  when  it  stood  at  17.1  The 
infant  mortality  rate  at  6 is  marginally  lower  than  during  1966, 
when  it  stood  at  6.09.  The  Registrar-General’s  figures  indicate  that 
the  population  has  increased  by  2,320  during  the  past  five  years. 
During  this  period  there  has  been  a natural  decrease  in  the  popula- 
tion, i.e.,  deaths  over  birth,  of  38.  Therefore  the  total  number  of 
persons  moving  into  the  area  during  this  five  years  period  is  2,358. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH. 

Housing. 

The  rapid  and  substantial  increase  of  the  population  of  the 
district  inevitably  imposes  a demand  for  housing  accommodation 
and  this  has  resulted  in  an  amount  of  housing  development  in  the 
district,  namely  by  private  enterprise.  This  is  of  concern  to  the 
Health  Department  in  that  such  rapid  development  can  outstrip  the 
public  health  and  social  amenities  of  the  district,  in  particular  main 
drainage.  I am  aware  that  the  Council  have  given  great  considera- 
tion to  this  problem,  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year  towards  ensuring  that  adequate  sewage  and  surface 
water  drainage  systems  be  provided  in  the  areas  where  new  develop- 
ment has,  and  is,  taking  place. 

Caravan  Sites. 

The  registration  of  all  visitors  to  caravan  sites  was  initiated 
during  the  year.  This  scheme  is  being  administered  by  the  voluntary 
agreement  of  the  site  owners  in  the  district,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
1968  holiday  season  your  officers  will  be  in  a position  to  assess  the 
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effectiveness  of  this  operation.  I cannot  fail  to  wonder,  when  legisla- 
tion demands  that  persons  staying  at  hotels  and  similar  establish- 
ments should  register,  why  visitors  to  caravan  sites  and  holiday 
camps  should  be  exempted  from  this  requirement. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railwy  Premises  Act,  1963. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  the  implementation  of 
this  Council’s  obligation  in  respect  of  the  above  Act.  The  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  is  an  extremely  comprehen- 
sive Act  dealing  with  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  employees, 
including  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  light- 
ing, sanitary  conveniences,  avoidance  of  e.xposure  to  injury  of  young 
persons,  regulations  for  securing  health  and  safety,  etc.,  and  in  a 
consequence  the  work  involved  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  is 
relatively  substantial. 

Food  Hygiene. 

The  maintenance  of  satisfactory  standards  in  the  handling  of 
food  is  of  vital  importance  if  the  health  of  the  community  is  to  be 
preserved.  Officers  of  the  Health  Department  not  only  carry  out 
periodic  inspections  of  food  premises  in  the  town,  but  are  also 
available  to  give  advice  and  guidance  on  food  hygiene  to  members 
of  the  public.  Although  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in 
food  inspection  and  hygiene  during  the  best  decade,  due  to  legisla- 
lation  and  advances  in  technological  aids  in  the  preparation  of 
food,  the  real  advance  is  only  just  beginning,  and  that  is  a more 
enlightened  and  discriminating  consumer.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  only 
when  the  general  public  demand  clean  food  and  reject  that  which 
is  not  above  suspicion,  that  a satisfactory  standard  will  be  achieved 
and  the  incidence  of  food-borne  disease  drop  to  an  insignificant 
level,  particularly  within  the  family  unit. 

I am  grateful,  Madame  Chairman,  to  yourself  and  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  your  interest  and  guidance  throughout 
the  year,  and  also  to  Mr.  Frank  Evans  and  Mr.  Owen  for  their  ser- 
vice and  loyalty.  I express  my  thanks  also  to  the  officers  of  the 
Abergele  Urban  District  Council  for  their  co-operation  and  help 
during  the  year. 

Yours  sincerely, 

F.  P.  PEACH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Vital  Statistics 

Area  (in  acres)  of  Urban  District 7965 

Population — 

Census  (1951) 7539 

Census  (1961) 7996 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (mid-1967) 10520 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 4129 

Rateable  Value €487,635 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate €1,930 

Houses  built  by  the  Council  in  1967  31 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  in  1967  244 

LIVE  BIRTHS— 

Male  Female  Total 

Total 80  86  166 

Legitimate  74  79  153 

Illegitimate 6 7 13 

STILL-BIRTHS 4 5 9 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  1 year)— 

Total  0 1 1 

Legitimate  0 1 1 

Illegitimate  0 0 0 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  4 weeks)— 

Total 0 1 1 

Legitimate  0 1 1 

Illegitimate 0 0 0 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  1 week)  ..0  1 1 

DEATHS 77  72  149 

RATES— 

Birth  Rate  per  1,0(X)  population) — 

(a)  Crude  ...  15.8 

(b)  Corrected  •••  26.7 

Comparability  figure  for  births  1.69 

Live  Births — Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to 

national  rate  1-55 


Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  cent  of  live  births)  7.8 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,(X)0  total  births  and  still-births)  ...  51.5 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  l.tXK)  births) — 

Total 6.0 

Legitimate 6.5 

Illegitimate Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
l,t)0()  births) 6.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 week 

per  1 ,000  births) 6.0 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still- 
births)   57.1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate Nil 

Death  Rate — 

(a)  Crude 14.2 

(b)  Corrected 7.53 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths 0.53 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rate 0.67 


The  following  table  shows  the  vital  statistics  for  the  past  eight 
years  : 


1 19601 19611 

1962 1 1963 

19641 

19651 

1966 

1967 

Population  ...  ... 

...1  76301  79-201  79301  8200 

90001  98001 10210 

10520 

Births  

...1  1181 

104 1 

136|  130 

141| 

1521 

164 

166 

Birth  Rate 

..|  15.41 

13.31 

17.11  15.4 

15. 6| 

15.51 

16.06 

15.8 

Still-births  

...I  11 

4| 

2|  3 

1| 

Nill 

5 

9 

Still-birth  rate 

..1  0.121 

*371 

15. 2|  22.5 

7.11 

Nill 

29.5 

51.5 

Infant  Deaths  

...|  1| 

3 

51  3|  31 

•^1 

2 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

...|  8.4| 

28.81 

36.71  23 

21.21 

13.11 

6.09 

6.0 

Deaths  ...  ...  

...|  1161 

114| 

1431  145 

1491 

1731 

175 

149 

Death  Rate  

..i  16.91 

14.41 

18. 0|  17.8 

16. 6|  17.61 

17.1 

14.2 

^Calculated  as  still-births  per  1,000  births  and  still-births. 


The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  ; 


Years 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

0 

1 

1 

1 4 

0 

0 

0 

5—9 

0 

0 

0 

10—14 

0 

0 

0 

15—24 

0 

0 

0 

25—34  

1 

0 

1 

35 — 44  

2 

0 

2 

45—54  

3 

2 

5 

55—64  

18 

6 

24 

65—74  

30 

16 

46 

75  and  over  

28 

47 

75 

82 


72 


154 


The  causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  were  : 


Ages 

Cause  of  Death 

X 

(/) 

Total  all  ages 

Under  4 weeks 

0/ 

'V 

C 

XJ 

c 

<0 

i/5 

O' 

1 year 

5 years 

1.5  years 

25  years 

.35  years 

i 

1 S 

rt 

0/ 

>» 

1 

1 55  years 

e 

■ rt 

>. 

1 

C 

n 

cs 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ,,,  ... 

M 

1 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

— 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

M 

8 

1 

3 

3 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  

M 

- 

F 

4 

1 

- 

1 

— 

2 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

F 

2 

1 

1 

plasms 

M 

10 

1 

8 

1 

F 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

F 

16.  Diabetes ...  

M 

F 

1 

1 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

M 

11 

4 

7 

F 

15 

1 

2 

12 

18.  Coronary  disease,  Angina  

M 

17 

1 

8 

7 

1 

F 

14 

7 

7 

10.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

M 

F 

1 

1 

— 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

M 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

F 

M 

9 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

8 

F 

5 

1 

1 

3 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

•2 

— 

F 

1 

1 

24.  Bronchitis  

M 

7 

1 

4 

0 

F 

3 

- 

3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

M 

1 

- 

1 

F 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

1 

.32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

M 

6 

- 

1 

1 

4 

F 

4 

1 

1 

— 

2 

33.  .Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

- 

- 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35.  Suicide  . . 

M 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F 

- 

- 

Total  all  causes 

M 

77 

1- 

- 

1- 

1 

1 

4 

18 

31 

22 

F 

72|  1 

- 

- 

2 

7 

17 

45 

i-H)|  I I I I I ! ! ! 1 I 


Tombined  Total 
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Of  the  149  deaths  occurring  in  residents  of  the  district  during 
the  year,  no  less  than  146  were  in  respect  of  persons  aged  45  years 
and  over.  No  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  of  school  age. 
Again,  the  largest  number  of  deaths  from  a single  specific  cause  was 
due  to  coronary  artery  disease,  from  which  31  persons  from  the 
district  died  during  the  year.  During  the  previous  year  (1966)  51 
persons  died  from  this  cause.  In  all,  80  persons  died  from  condi- 
tions affecting  the  heart  and  the  circulatory  system.  37  persons  died 
from  malignant  disease  and  of  these,  10  persons  died  from  malignant 
disease  of  the  lung  and  bronchus.  This  was  the  highest  number  for 
a single  specific  malignant  condition,  and  although  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  is  lower  than  the  previous  year,  when  the 
number  stood  at  13,  it  is  still  regrettably  high  from  a largely  pre- 
ventable disease.  When  one  considers  the  indisputable  association 
between  development  of  cancer  of  the  lung  with  the  smoking  of 
cigarettes,  it  is  regrettable  that  due  to  the  persistence  of  this  habit, 
many  thousands  of  people  die  unnecessarily  each  year. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

1 . BACTERIAL  : 

Again,  I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  for  the  valuable  assistance 
given  to  me  during  the  year. 

The  following  prophlactic  and  therapeutic  agents  are  available 
through  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  ; 

German  Measles  : Gamma  Globulin  obtainable  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Hyfryd,  Conway  (Tel.  Conway  2478). 

Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine,  for  pro- 
phylactic use  only,  held  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  126 
Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool,  3 (TeJ.  Royal  3636). 

Anthrax  vaccine  for  therapeutic  use  is  held  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Liverpool. 

Anthrax  anti-serum  is  held  at  the  C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor 
(Tel.  Bangor  3321),  and  the  Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrexham 
(Tel.  Wrexham  3512). 

Snake  anti-venom  and  also  Botulinum  anti-serum  are  held  at 
the  C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor,  and  the  Maelor  General  Hospital, 
Wrexham. 

Anti- vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  at  the  Dispensary, 
Royal  South  Hants.,  and  Southampton  Hospital,  Southampton  (Tel. 
Southampton  26211) — 24-hpur  service. 
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Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional  Blood 
Transfusion  Centre,  Hatton  Garden,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Central  H488), 
and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment  only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  must 
be  obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

Smallpox  vaccine  lymph  is  obtainable  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay  (Tel.  Colwyn  Bay  55271). 

2.  PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BIOCHEMICAL  ; 

Material  for  pathological  examination  and  biochemical  analysis 
is  dealt  with  at  the  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Department  at 
the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl,  and  there  is  an  excellent 
liaison  between  this  service  and  the  Health  Department  in  respect 
of  matters  which  may  concern  the  public  health  of  the  district. 

8.  WATER  ; 

(a)  Bacteriological  : 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  samples  is  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  and  during  the  year  36 
samples  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  which  were 
all  found  to  be  free  from  pathological  organisms  and  classified  as 
excellent. 

(b)  Chemical : 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  of  water  are  submitted  to  the  Pub- 
lic Analyst.  The  purpose  of  this  examination  is  not  only  to  assess 
whether  any  poisonous  metals  are  present  or  absent,  but  also  to 
give  information  as  to  the  type  of  water,  the  gathering  ground,  the 
state  of  the  mains,  and  the  plumbo-solvency  of  the  water,  etc. 

4.  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS  : 

The  examination  of  milk  before  it  reaches  the  consumer  is 
primarily  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector, 
but  periodic  milk  samples  are  taken  from  consumers  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  to  the  Denbighshire  County 
Council  takes  samples  of  milk  and  has  them  tested  for  adulteration. 

5.  FOODS  AND  DRUGS  : 

1 am  grateful  to  Mr.  D.  Hugh  Owens,  Chief  Inspector  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  Denbighshire,  for  the  following  report  : 
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Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  in 
ABERGELE  URBAN  DISTRICT,  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1967  : 


Not  Genuine,  or 

Article 

No.  taken 

Genuine 

Sub-standard 

MILK 

24 

23 

1 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Meat  Pies 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

2 

2 

— 

Tinned  Meat 

2 

2 

— 

Sprouts 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Lollies  

1 

1 

— 

Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Sweetening  Tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Nasal  Compound  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

36 

35 

1 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  Table,  only  one  sample  gave 
cause  for  concern  during  the  year.  This  was  a sample  of  milk 
which  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  content.  The  follow-up 
samples  showed  that  the  cows  were  giving  milk  which  was  below 
the  presumptive  standard.  The  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  assist 
the  producer  to  overcome  this  deficiency.  All  other  samples  were 
found  to  be  of  good  qualitv  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preserva- 
tives, colouring  matter  and,  in  the  case  of  farm-bottled  milk,  for 
the  presence  of  antibiotics,  all  such  tests  proved  negative. 

In  addition  to  the  milk  samples  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
a further  2ft  samples  of  milk  taken  from  schools,  institutions  and 
vending  machines  were  tested  in  the  Colwyn  Bay  Office  by  the 
Inspectors.  The  results  were  satisfactory  in  each  instance. 

(Signed)  D.  HUGH  OWENS, 

Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 

17  Vicarage  Hill, 

Wrexham. 

19th  April,  196ft. 

AMUBLANCE  SERVICE  : 

In  accordance  with  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Local  Health  Authority  to  make 
provision  for  securing  that  ambulances  and  other  means  of  trans- 
port are  available  where  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of  persons 
suffering  from  illness,  or  expectant  or  nursing  mothers,  from  places 
in  their  area  to  places  in  or  outside  their  area,  and  the  Local  Health 
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Authority,  under  this  Section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
may  carry  out  their  duty  either  by  themselves,  providing  the  neces- 
sary ambulances  and  other  means  of  transport  and  the  necessary 
staff,  or  by  making  arrangements  with  voluntary  organisations  or 
other  persons  for  the  provision  of  such  ambulance  transport  and 
staff. 


In  the  Abergele  district  the  Ambulance  Service  is  administered 
from  a Control  Centre  situated  at  the  Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay, 
and  the  operational  duties  are  carried  out  by  3 full-time  Driver/ 
Attendants  employed  by  the  County  Council,  with  the  support  of 
the  Abergele  Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps.  3 ambulances  are  based 
at  Abergele  and,  during  1967,  4,968  patients  were  conveyed  from 
the  Abergele  district,  which  is  an  increase  of  995  patients  on  the 
previous  year,  1966.  The  total  mileage  covered  by  the  ambulances 
based  at  Abergele  was  55,008,  which  is  an  increase  of  21,307  miles 
over  1966.  The  demands  on  the  Ambulance  Service  show  an  increase 
year  by  year,  but  undoubtedly  the  increase  of  patients  carried  from 
the  Abergele  district  is  in  part  due  to  the  population  increase  in  the 
area.  The  increase  in  mileage,  however,  is  partly  due  to  administra- 
tive arrangements  in  that  support  is  now  given  to  the  district  by 
the  vehicles  and  personnel  based  at  Colwyn  Bay,  in  order  to  make 
the  service  more  efficient,  to  co-ordinate  journeys,  and  to  provide 
home  station  cover  for  emergencies. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

Two  District  Nurses  reside  in  the  area  and  attend  on,  and  treat, 
sick  persons  at  the  request  of  the  family  doctor. 

Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  to  assist  in 
domestic  work  during  periods  of  emergency  when  there  is  sickness 
in  the  home.  Applications  for  the  assistance  of  a Home  Help  should 
be  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Civic  Centre, 
Colw5m  Bay. 

CLINICS  ; 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They  are  held  as 
follows  : 

1 . Child  Welfare  : 

Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele  : THURSDAY,  at  2 p.m.  each 
week. 

Beulah  Schoolroom,  Llanddulas  : FIRST  MONDAY  each 
month,  at  2 p.m. 

Merchandise  Hall,  Kinmel  Bay  : FIRST  WEDNESDAY 
in  each  month,  at  2 p.m. 

2.  Orthopaedic  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-GIyn  Road  ; Alternate 
THURSDAYS,  at  11  a.m. 
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3.  Ophthalmic  : 

As  required  : appointments  are  made  for  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  attend  at  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay. 

4.  Dental : 

By  appointment  at  Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele. 

5.  Tuberculosis  : 

Rhyl  (ordinary  clinic)  ; Fridays,  9 a.m.  until  noon — 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital. 

Rhyl  (refill  clinic)  : Fridays,  2 p.m.,  at  the  Royal  Alex- 
andra Hospital. 

Colwyn  Bay  : At  the  West  Denbighshire  Hospital,  Hesketh 
Road,  1st  and  3rd  Thursday,  at  2 p.m. 

DAY  NURSERIES  ; 


There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  the  area. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

The  state  of  the  Register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year 


was  as  follows  : 

On  Register  1-1-97 


Pulmonary- 

Male  24 

Female 18 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male  ...  ...  1 

Female 3 


On  Register  30-12-67 


Pulmonary — 

Male  21 

Female  19 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male  1 

Female  3 


46 


44 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ; 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  to  me  during  1967  : 


Cases 

At  all  ages  | 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5 | 

5 and  under  25 

25  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  over 

Pulmonary  T.B 

3 1 



- 

2 



1 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 1 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

11  1 

— 

1 9 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

53  1 

3 

1 37 

12 

— 

— 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery  ... 

6 ! 

— 

1 15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals I 74  I 3 1 52  I 15  I 2 | — | 


•2 
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IMMUNISATION  ; 

(a)  Smallpox  : 

116  persons  received  primary  vaccination  against  smallpox 
during  the  year.  This  is  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  when  a 
total  of  104  persons  were  so  vaccinated.  20  persons  received  re- 
vaccination. 

The  acceptance  rate  for  smallpox  vaccination  has  shown  an 
upward  trend  during  the  past  few  years,  perhaps  indicating  a more 
enlightened  public. 

(b)  Triple  Antigen  [Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough)  : 

144  children  were  given  a primary  course  of  triple  antigen 
during  the  year,  which  is  exactly  the  same  number  as  in  the 
previous  year,  whilst  276  children  received  booster  doses,  compared 
with  37  during  1966.  The  increase  in  booster  doses  was  due  mainly 
to  the  medical  staff  being  able  to  arrange  sessions  in  the  schools. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis  : 

147  persons  received  a primary  course  of  anti-poliomyelitis 
vaccine,  whilst  91  booster  doses  of  this  agent  were  administered. 

(d)  B.C.G.  : 

B.C.G.  vaccine  offers  a substantial  protection  from  tuberculosis 
in  individuals,  who,  by  a simple  skin  test,  are  shown  to  have  no 
immediate  reaction  to  the  disease,  and  as  a consequence  the  B.C.G. 
vaccine  is  offered  to  all  schoolchildren  at  13  years  of  age  who  are 
found  to  be  negative  to  the  skin  test. 

WATER  : 

Mr.  J.  Round,  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  West  Denbigh- 
shire and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board  at  Rhyl,  has  kindly  submit- 
ted to  me  the  following  report  on  the  water  supplied  to  the  area  ; 

Abergele  Supply  [except  Llanddulas)  : 

The  Urban  District,  except  Llanddulas,  is  supplied  from  the 
works  which  formerly  belonged  to  Rhyl  U.D.C.  The  direct  source 
of  supply  is  a gathering  ground  in  the  Parish  of  Llannefydd.  The 
gathering  ground  has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  rainfall 
of  30.27  inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reservoire  ; 
Plas  Uchaf  (storage  capacity  50  million  gallons)  and  Dolwen  (48 
million  gallons).  This  source  is  supplemented,  except  during  very 
wet  periods  by  pumping  water  from  the  River  Aled  into  Plas  Uchaf 
Reservoir.  In  dry  weather,  an  adequate  flow  in  the  River  Aled  is 
maintained  by  releasing  water  from  two  other  impounding  reser- 
voirs— Llyn  Aled  (375  million  gallons)  and  Aled  Isaf  (270  million 
gallons),  situated  on  the  Denbigh  Moors,  near  Llansannan. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  a dosage  of  about  1 part  per  million 
as  it  leaves  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir,  and  is  treated  at  Glascoed  Filter 
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Station  by  pressure  filters  of  the  air  scour  type  using  sulphate  of 
alumina  as  a coagulant  and  sodium  carbonate  for  pH  correction. 
U.5  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after  filtration  for  final 
sterilisation  of  the  water. 

The  annual  rainfall  on  the  Llannefydd  gathering  ground  was 
38.23  inches  in  1967  compared  with  the  long  term  average  of 
30.27  inches. 

Consumption  of  water  in  Abergele  {except  Llanddulas)  during 

196?  [estimated) 

Total  monthly 

consumption  Average  daily  consumption 

January 13,4'54,000  gallons  433,000  gallons 

February 12,100,000  gallons  432,000  gallons 

March  14,113,000  gallons  456,000  gallons 

April 13,294,000  gallons  443,000  gallons 

May  14,935,000  gallons  482,000  gallons 

June  ...  17,226,000  gallons  575,000  gallons 

July ...  ...  18,260,000  gallons  590,000  gallons 

August  17,608,000  gallons  569,000  gallons 

September  14,801,000  gallons  494,000  gallons 

October  13,633,000  gallons  440,000  gallons 

November  12,745,000  gallons  425, 0(X)  gallons 

December  12,654,000  gallons  409,000  gallons 


Year’s  total  174,823,000  gallons 


Bacteriological  Test  of  Treated  Water  : 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway  59 
Number  returned  as  Class  I (Satisfactory) 59 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  Ruddock  & 

Sherratt,  Chester,  in  April  1968  : 

Appearance Clear 

Odour Nil 

Reaction,  pH 7.1 

Colour  (Hazen  Units)  less  than  5 

parts  per 
million 

Total  solids ...  122 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Nil 
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Nitrogen  as  nitrates 0.5 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 19.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27°C  ...  6.4 

Totad  hardness  ...  ...  63 

Temporary  hardness 42 

Permanent  hardness 21 

Alkalinity  42 

Free  Chlorine — 

Potassium,  as  K 1.5 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  — 

Manganese,  as  Mn — 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates — 

Total  residual  chlorine less  than  0.1 

Free  available  chlorine  Nil 

Poisonous  metals Nil 


Llanddulas  Supply  : 

Until  June,  1967,  Llanddulas  was  supplied  from  works  formerly 
belonging  to  Abergele  Urban  District  Council.  The  source  was 
unreliable,  and  difficulties  were  experienced  in  most  years  during 
periods  of  dry  weather.  The  supply  became  unsatisfactory  in  June 
and  the  scheme  for  bringing  in  water  from  Llyn  Conwy  was 
advanced  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  The  area  is  now  supplied  on  a 
permanent  basis  from  the  Ll}^  Conwy  Regional  Water  Supply 
Scheme. 


Water  Supplied  to  Llanddulas  : 


Total  Monthly 

consumption  Average  daily  consumption 


January  

February  

March  

April  

May 

June 

July  

August 

September 

October 

November  

December 


1.500.000  gallons 

1.296.000  gallons 

1.443.000  gallons 

1.459.000  gallons 

1.397.000  gallons 

1.466.000  gallons 

1.663.000  gallons 

1.588.000  gallons 

1.420.000  gallons 

1.496.000  gallons 

1.336.000  gallons 

1.383.000  gallons 


48.500  gallons 

46.000  gallons 

46.500  gallons 

48.500  gallons 

45.000  gallons 

49.000  gallons 
*54,tX)0  gallons 
’"51,000  gallons 
”"47,000  gallons 
*48,0(X)  gallons 
*45,0(X)  gallons 
”"45, (KX)  gallons 


Year’s  Total  17,447,000 


* Glyn  Lws  shut  down.  New  meter  not  fixed.  Figures  estimated 

from  previous  year. 
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Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water  [Llyn  Conwy)  : 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway  22 

Number  returned  as  Class  I (Satisfactory) 22 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  Ruddock  & 

Sherratt,  Chester,  in  April,  1968  (Llyn  Conwy  Water)  : 

Appearance Clear 

Odour Nil 

Reaction,  pH 7.5 

Hazen  units less  than  5 

part  per 
million 

Total  solids 45 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  aimmonia 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 0.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  6.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27°C  ...  0.2 

Total  hardness 5.0 

Temporary  hardness 5.0 

Permanent  hardness 0.0 

Alkalinity 22.0 

Free  Chlorine — 

Potassium,  as  K 0.1 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents — 

Manganese,  as  Mn — 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates — 

Poisonous  metals Nil 

Total  residual  chlorine Nil 

Sodium  carbonate 18.0 

New  Works  : 

The  miles  of  8in.  main  recently  laid  to  bring  in  Llyn  Conwy 
water  is  now  complete  and  in  service,  feeding  Llanddulas  through 
a series  of  new  pressure  reducing  valves. 

A tenth  filter  is  now  being  installed  at  Glascoed  Filter  Station 
to  enable  additional  water  to  be  treated,  and  a service  reservoir 
at  Glascoed  is  in  the  design  stage. 
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Annual  Report  of  Senior  Publie  Health  Inspeetor 

for  the  Year  1967 

Table  I. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to 134 

No.  of  inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances 513 

No.  of  re-visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 122 

No.  of  nuisances  abated 101 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated,  but  work  in  hand  20 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisance  98 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisance  1 

No.  of  Visits  re  Caravan  Sites 741 

No.  of  Visits  re  Tenting  Sites 89 

No.  of  Inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases 60 

No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouse 578 

No.  of  Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold  ...  194 

No.  of  Visits  re  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  71 

No.  of  Samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream  23 

No.  of  Milk  Samples 7 

No.  of  Water  Samples 36 

No.  of  Visits  re  Rodent  and  Pest  Control  ...  ...  68 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Factories 22 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Visits 265 

No.  of  Interviews 766 

No.  of  Visits  re  Shops  Act 21 

No.  of  Visits  re  Council  Houses 249 

No.  of  Visits  re  Housing  Applications 128 

Table  II. 

SANITARY  DEFECTS. 

No.  of  defective  or  choked  drains 79 

No.  of  defective  W.C.  Accommodation  and  Sanitary  Fittings  13 

No.  of  defects  in  surface  water  drainage  22 

No.  of  damp  conditions  of  houses 17 

No.  of  miscellaneous  defects 59 
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Table  III. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

] . — Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  52 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 4 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  that  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 48 

2.  — Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

Informal  Action 29 

3.  — Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served  Nil 

4.  — Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Informal 

Action Nil 

5.  — Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  as  a result  of  Formal 

Action  ...  1 

6.  — Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  Formal  Action  2 

7.  — Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  Informal  Action  ...  2 

8.  — Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  under  the  Rent 

Act,  1957  (Form  J)  Nil 

9.  — Number  of  improvement  grants  made  under  the  House 

Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  ; 

(a)  Discretionary 6 

(b)  Standard 2 
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Housing 

The  highest  rate  of  building  of  houses  and  bungalows  by  private 
enterprise  in  North  Wales  has  taken  place  in  the  Abergele  Urban 
area,  where  during  the  year  two  hundred  and  forty-four  housing 
units  were  completed.  Development  on  this  scale  inevitably  creates 
a variety  of  environmental  problems. 

The  Council’s  housing  estate  at  Peel  Street  was  completed  and 
it  now  provides  forty-five  housing  units,  comprising  eighteen  flats, 
seven  bungalows  for  elderly  persons  and  twenty  houses.  In  one  of 
the  houses  special  provision  has  been  made  so  that  disabled  persons 
may  be  adequately  accommodated.  Fifteen  of  the  flats  have  two 
bedrooms,  the  remaining  three  being  “ bed-sitters.” 

During  the  year,  progress  was  made  in  the  construction  of 
houses  and  bungalows  at  Min-y-Morfa,  Towyn,  and  at  Bodtegwel, 
St.  George.  Five  bungalows  were  also  under  construction  at  Rhydy- 
foel.  It  was  not  practicable  to  commence  constructional  work  on  the 
scheme  at  Cae  Maes,  Llanddulas,  but  it  is  intended  that  these 
houses  will  be  ready  for  occupation  concurrently  with  the  availabil- 
ity of  the  new  sewerage  scheme.  Housing  scheme  proposals  for  the 
Abergele  town  area  are  still  in  the  stage  of  investigation. 

The  Council’s  decision  to  transfer  to  this  Department  the  work 
connected  with  housing  applications  and  the  allocation  of  tenancies 
has  resulted  in  a considerable  proportion  of  the  staff’s  time  being 
taken  up  with  keeping  the  necessary  records,  correspondence,  inter- 
views and  visits. 

Taking  into  account  the  houses  and  bungalows  at  present  under 
construction,  the  total  number  of  Council-owned  dwellings  now 
exceeds  six  hundred. 

The  Register  of  housing  applicants  is  subject  to  constant 
change,  and  during  a period  of  eighteen  months  no  fewer  than  one 
hundred  and  eighty  new  applications  were  received — an  average  of 
ten  each  month.  By  the  end  of  1967  there  were  four  hundred  and 
forty-six  names  on  the  Register,  of  which  no  fewer  than  one  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  i.e.,  forty  per  cent.,  were  not  resident  in  the 
Urban  area. 

After  the  Council  had  given  this  matter  consideration,  steps 
were  taken  to  compile  a new  Register.  New  forms  were  sent  to  all 
applicants  and  notices  were  inserted  in  local  newspapers.  After  one 
month  had  elapsed  reminders  were  sent  to  local  residents  only.  As 
a result  of  this  exercise  the  new  Register  contained  details  of  two 
hundred  and  four  local  applicants,  including  persons  connected 
with,  but  not  for  the  time  being  resident  in  the  Urban  area.  In 
addition  seventy-three  applicants  are  registered  who  have  no  resi- 
dential qualification.  Of  the  approximate  total  of  three  hundred, 
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just  over  one  hundred  require  accommodation  in  “ Elderly  Persons 
Bungalows  ” or  in  other  small  units.  In  addition  to  applications  for 
tenancies,  many  applications  for  transfer  within  the  Council  Estates 
are  received.  In  some  cases  a transfer  enables  the  housing  of  another 
applicant  whose  need  is  urgent  or  whose  existing  accommodation  is 
unsuitable. 

Generally  speaking  the  tenants  of  Council  houses  maintain  them 
in  a satisfactory  condition.  Visits  of  inspection  have  shown  a few 
cases  where  improvement  was  required  and  a small  number  of 
“ problem  families  ” were  found.  Co-operation  has  been  received 
from  the  Children’s  Department  of  the  County  Council,  and  I repre 
sent  the  Council  at  meetings  of  the  Families  Committee  held  at 
Colwyn  Bay. 

The  problems  connected  with  the  older  houses  are  many  and 
varied.  Many  are  well  maintained  by  their  owner-occupiers,  or 
by  their  tenants.  Many  have  been  modernised  by  the  provisions  of 
bathrooms  an  other  modern  amenities.  The  Council  always  make 
improvement  grants  when  applications  are  received,  providing  that 
the  statutory  requirements  can  be  met.  The  powers  recently  given 
to  local  authorities  to  require  the  improvement  of  single  houses  and 
of  whole  areas  of  houses  were  cumbersome  and  have  been  little 
used.  There  is,  of  course,  scope  for  much  more  improvement  work 
to  be  carried  out,  and  proposed  legislation  is  designed  to  encourage 
such  work. 

The  variety  of  circumstances  and  uses  affecting  the  houses  in 
the  Pensam  district  presents  difficulties  when  consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  improvement  of  a single  house  or  flat  in  that  particular 
district.  Business  uses,  boarding  houses  and  holiday  flatlet  houses, 
premises  divided  into  self-contained  flats  and  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  exist  in  very  close  proximity.  Some  houses  have  been 
modernised  with  the  aid  of  improvement  grants  while  adjoining 
properties,  for  various  reasons,  remain  in  poor  condition,  resulting 
in  a very  difficult  set  of  circumstances. 

Difficulty  is  experienced  in  securing  repairs  to  tenanted  houses, 
as  costs  are  very  high  and  building  contractors  do  not  appear  to  be 
attracted  to  this  work. 

The  opportunity  has  been  taken,  by  using  the  powers  contained 
in  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  to  make  a number  of  Closing 
Orders  and  Demolition  Orders.  This  has  been  found  to  be  a most 
appropriate  method  of  dealing  with  the  comparatively  small  number 
of  houses  in  the  area  which  are  unfit  and  cannot  be  made  fit  at 
reasonable  cost. 
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Holiday  Caravan  Sites 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  25  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  the  Council  is  required  to  keep  a 
register  of  all  licences  in  respect  of  caravan  sites,  and  seventy-three 
licences  are  recorded  in  our  register. 

One  licence  is  a temporary  one  in  respect  of  a residential  use 
and  the  remainder  relate  to  holiday  sites.  Four  of  the  licences  have 
become  inoperative,  in  two  cases  the  sites  having  been  discontinued 
on  account  of  the  development  of  a bungalow  estate,  and  in  the 
other  two  cases  the  caravans  have  been  completely  replaced  by 
holiday  chalets  of  permanent  construction.  During  the  year  one 
new  licence  was  issued  to  authorise  the  siting  of  three  caravans,  a 
second  licence  authorised  the  siting  of  one  hundred  and  two  cara- 
vans and,  the  third  new  licence  related  to  the  siting  of  forty-nine 
caravans  on  an  extension  to  an  existing  site.  There  has  therefore 
been  very  little  change  in  the  overall  picture  of  our  holiday  caravan 
site  development,  and  the  number  of  units  of  holiday  accommoda- 
tion in  the  form  of  caravans  and  chalets  remains  at  approximately 
seven  and  a half  thousand.  No  caravan  use  has  yet  been  made  of 
the  new  site  to  accommodate  the  one  hundred  and  two  caravans, 
which  is  difficult  of  access  and  will  no  doubt  be  expensive  to 
develop. 

In  four  cases  site  licences  were  transferred,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Council,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  10 
of  the  Act.  In  addition,  amendments  were  made  to  four  site  licences 
as  provided  for  in  Section  8 of  the  Act. 

The  Council  have  adopted  a set  of  Conditions  and  Standards 
which  are  enforceable  upon  all  holders  of  site  licences.  In  the  main 
these  conditions  and  standards  have  been  strictly  observed  and  kept 
by  the  site  proprietors.  In  one  case,  however,  a number  of  contra- 
ventions were  observed  at  one  site  and  legal  proceedings  are 
pending. 

A survey  carried  out  over  a three  weeks  period  in  July  and 
August  showed  that  touring  caravans  presented  a very  difficult 
problem.  Very  few  pitches  were  available  on  our  licensed  sites, 
because  in  the  main  it  is  not  an  economic  proposition  to  the  site 
proprietor.  The  demand  for  sites  for  “ static  ” holiday  caravans 
still  exceeds  the  number  of  sites  available  and  the  touring  caravan 
is  crowded  out.  A few  find  accommodation  on  unlicensed  sites  where 
limited  numbers  may  be  accommodated  for  limited  periods  by 
virtue  of  the  exemptions  contained  in  the  First  Schedule  to  the 
Act.  The  survey  revealed  that  at  a small  number  of  sites  touring 
caravans  were  being  accommodated  under  such  conditions  as  to  be 
in  contravention  of  the  site  licence  conditions.  The  Council  decided 
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to  wain  the  persons  concerned  that  if  any  future  contravention  of 
this  nature  occurred,  proceedings  would  be  taken. 

In  two  cases,  unlicensed  and  unauthorised  sites  were  used  to 
accommodate  caravans  under  such  circumstances  that  offences  were 
created.  As  warning  letters  were  ignored,  proceedings  were  taken 
in  the  local  Magistrates’  Court  and  in  both  cases  convictions  were 
obtained,  fines  were  imposed  and  awards  as  to  costs  were  given  to 
the  Council.  In  two  other  cases  the  use  of  unlicensed  sites  is  under 
consideration  b}^  the  Planning  Authority  and  the  Council’s  legal 
adviser.  In  two  further  cases  the  unauthorised  use  of  sites  was 
finally  discontinued  when  it  became  obvious  that  legal  proceedings 
were  imminent.  Enforcement  action  under  the  provisions  of  plan- 
ning legislation  is  proceeding  in  respect  of  two  sites,  one  of  which 
is  in  residential  use,  and  the  planning  limitations  attaching  to 
another  small  site  have  yet  to  be  finalised. 

The  holiday  use  of  caravans  sited  on  land  “ within  the  curti- 
lage ” of  houses  and  bungalows  in  the  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay 
areas  is  extensive,  the  number  of  such  uses  probably  exceeding  two 
hundred.  The  phraseology  of  the  exemption  in  the  First  Schedule 
to  the  act  which  relates  to  this  problem  is,  without  question,  parti- 
cularly unhelpful  to  local  authorities  seeking  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  the  privilege  which  was  intended  to  enable  guests  to  be  tempor- 
arily accommodated  in  a caravan.  Recently  an  appeal  was  heard 
against  the  refusal  by  the  Denbighshire  Planning  Authority  to  give 
permission  for  the  siting  of  two  caravans  on  land  within  the  curtilage 
of  a bungalow  in  Towyn.  The  result  of  this  appeal  is  awaited  with 
much  interest. 

During  the  year  it  was  again  noticeable  that  very  few  com- 
plaints were  received  regarding  the  condition  of  individual 
caravans.  Caravan  site  proprietors  will  not  tolerate  unsatisfactory 
caravans,  and  they  are  always  co-operative  when  any  complaints 
are  being  investigated.  It  would  seem  to  be  inevitable  that  a certain 
percentage  of  holiday-makers  visiting  for  the  first  time  one  of  our 
larger  chalet  sites  find  conditions  which  they  do  not  expect,  and  so 
complaints  will  be  received.  As  yet  no  practicable  remedy  has  been 
found  to  this  difficult  problem. 

The  occupation  of  caravans  by  gypsies  and  other  "travellers” 
takes  place  occasionally  in  our  area  but  it  docs  not,  as  yet,  constitute 
a serious  problem  for  the  Council.  The  responsibility  to  secure 
satisfactory  sites  for  this  section  of  the  community  is  being  placed 
on  County  Councils,  under  the  provisions  contained  in  a Private 
Members  Bill. 

The  use  of  caravans  as  temporary  houses  by  persons  employed 
on  the  construction  of  the  Abergele  By-pass  road  has  caused  com- 
paratively minor  problems,  although  such  are  sometimes  difficult  to 
resolve. 
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Tented  Camping  Sites 

During  the  peak  holiday  period  the  usual  “ invasion  ” of  the 
district  by  persons  camping  in  tents  occurred,  although  the  number 
of  tents  appeared  to  be  a little  less  than  in  recent  yearn. 

Difficulty  is  experienced  when  individual  tenters  use  land 
which  is  unenclosed  such  as  foreshore  land,  so  called  “ common 
land,”  and  the  comparatively  large  tracts  of  unfenced  land  in 
Kinmel  Bay.  Even  if  legislation  was  adequate  to  deal  with  holiday 
camping  in  tents,  the  problems  created  by  this  type  of  tenter  are 
difficult  to  overcome.  Even  if  it  is  possible,  it  is  often  extremely 
cumbersome  to  contact  the  owner  and  it  is  unlikely  that  he  can  be 
persuaded  to  take  adequate  steps  to  exercise  control  or  even  to 
prevent  trespass. 

The  Council  is  aware  of  the  almost  complete  inadequacy  of 
existing  powers  of  control  over  tented  camping  sites,  and  since 
1963,  via  the  Urban  District  Councils  Association,  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
A recent  meeting  at  the  Ministry  Offices  was  attended  by  represen- 
tatives of  all  the  Local  Authority  Associations,  and  I attended 
as  one  of  the  deputation  of  three  from  the  Urban  District  Councils 
Association.  There  was  general  agreement  expressed  that  the  real 
need  is  for  amended  legislation  analogous  to  the  powers  of  control 
given  over  caravans  in  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  1960.  The  Ministry  Officials  appear  to  accept  this,  but 
because  of  the  extreme  pressure  on  Parliamentary  time  such  is  a 
long-term  project.  The  representatives  were,  however,  informed 
that  revised  model  bye-laws  were  almost  ready  for  publication,  and 
we  were  thanked  for  our  helpful  comments.  As  it  is  likely  that  the 
revised  bye-laws  will  be  published  without  further  opportunity  to 
examine  the  draft,  it  is  hoped  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
suggestions  made  will  be  included.  The  revised  model  bye-laws 
will  provide  an  interim  measure  of  control  until  such  time  as  amend- 
ing legislation  can  be  enacted.  Logically  there  must  be  an  adminis- 
trative control  of  tented  camping  sites  which  combines  both  public 
health  and  planning  considerations.  There  is  often  more  antagonism 
towards  tented  camping  because  of  failure  to  observe  amenity  con- 
siderations than  those  of  a public  health  nature. 

Our  area  is  very  attractive  to  the  tented  camper,  including  the 
organised  parties  of  Guides,  Scouts,  Choirboys  and  the  like.  The 
camps  occupied  by  the  organised  parties  are  invariably  well  con- 
ducted. The  conditions  which  exist  on  the  other  tented  camping 
sites  are  known  to  vary  considerably.  The  exempted  periods  per- 
mitted by  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  enable  this 
form  of  camping  to  be  conducted  without  any  practicable  means  of 
control. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

In  our  area,  where  such  extensive  development  is  proceeding 
at  such  a rapid  rate,  the  adequacy  and  efficiency  of  existing  facilities 
for  drainage  and  sewerage  must  be  constantly  kept  under  review, 
and  the  Council  have  given  considerable  attention  to  this  matter. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  is  affected  not  only  by  the  construction 
of  new  premises,  but  also  by  the  increased  water  consumption  per 
head  of  the  population.  The  flat,  low -lying  nature  of  much  of  our 
area  necessitates  the  use  of  the  “ separate  ” system  of  sewerage, 
that  is  a system  of  sewers  for  surface  water  separately  operating  from 
the  system  of  foul  sewers.  This  in  turn  involves  the  provision  of 
adequate  facilities  for  land  drainage.  The  early  implementation  of 
the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River  Authority’s  proposed  land  drainage 
scheme  for  the  Pensarn,  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay  areas  will  enable 
the  much-needed  extension  of  sewerage  facilities. 

It  sometimes  happens  in  the  development  of  housing  estates 
that  existing  ditches  on  or  abutting  the  land  are  either  interfered 
with  or  they  become  a source  of  complaint.  It  is  desirable  that  where 
applicable  the  Council  should  give  consideration  to  the  powers  con- 
tained in  Section  262  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  require  the 
developer  to  fill  up,  pipe,  drain  or  culvert  any  such  ditches. 

The  extension  of  the  Llanddulas  Sewerage  Scheme  so  as  to 
serve  the  village  of  Rhydyfoel  is  now  proceeding,  and  this  will 
enable  modern  domestic  amenities  to  be  provided.  The  replacement 
of  the  obsolete  sewerage  disposal  works  in  Llanddulas  will  enable 
progress  to  be  made  with  the  construction  of  Council  houses  on  the 
Cae  Maes  estate.  It  is  now  opportune  for  the  Council  to  consider 
the  provision  of  public  conveniences  in  the  village,  and  it  is  very 
desirable  that  this  essential  amenity  be  available  in  a suitable  posi- 
tion as  near  as  practicable  to  the  beach.  This  beach  is  becoming  a 
very  popular  rendezvous,  and  in  the  summer  period  many  hundreds 
of  visitors  are  seen  there.  The  provision  of  public  conveniences  in 
the  centre  of  the  village  will  not  meet  the  needs  of  visitors  to  the 
beach. 

Now  that  housing  development  is  proceeding  on  the  land  on 
both  sides  of  Llanfair  Road,  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
extension  of  sewers  to  serve  the  existing  group  of  houses  which  at 
the  present  time  use  cesspools  or  septic  tanks. 

The  provision  of  adequate  sewerage  facilities  imposes  a very 
heavy  burden  upon  the  rates,  but  this  cannot  be  avoided  if  develop- 
ment is  to  continue  and  environmental  conditions  are  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  a report  must  be  made  annually 
to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  giving  details  of  premises  registered, 
persons  employed,  and  premises  inspected. 

The  Annual  Report  for  1967  is  in  the  following  form  ; 
TABLE  A.  Registration  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 

Registered 

during  1967 

Total  No.  of 

Premises 

Registered  at 

end  of  Year 

No.  of  Premises 

Receiving  a 

General  Inspection 

during  Ihe  Year 

Offices  ...  

3 

1 40 

15 

Retail  Shops  ...  

2 

1 '75 

29 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  ... 

1 - 

1 3 

2 

Catering  Establishments  & Canteens  | 3 

1 16 

6 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

1 2 

— 

Totals 

1 ^ 

1 136 

52 

TABLE  B 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  77 

TABLE  C 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered 
Premises  at  the  end  of  Year 

No.  of  Persons 

Class  of  Workplace  Employed 


Offices 202 

Retail  Shops  ...  241 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 30 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  ...  180 

Canteens 1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  2 

Total  656 

Total  Males  ...  275 

Total  Females  . 381 
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During  the  course  of  General  Inspections  the  following  defects 


were  found  ; 

Cleanliness  ...  4 

Overcrowding •••  — 

Inadequate  Heating 3 

No  Thermometer 15 

Inadequate  Ventilation  ...  ...  2 

Inadequate  Lighting  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 15 

Washing  Facilities 14 

Drinking  Water 2 

Inadequate  accommodation  for  clothing 1 

Seating  accommodation 2 

Staircases,  floors  and  trapdoor 8 

Dangerous  machinery 7 

Insufficient  firet  aid  requisites  ...  18 

Abstract  not  displayed 25 

Total  117 


As  a result  30  Warning  Letters  were  sent  and  on  a further 
H occasions  Verbal  Warnings  were  given. 

During  1967  eight  more  premises  were  registered,  but  with  five 
premises  ceasing,  there  was  a net  increase  of  three,  making  a total 
of  136  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  was  a net 
increase  of  16  persons  employed  in  these  premises  making  a total 
of  656. 

A requirement  of  this  Act  is  that  all  accidents  occurring  on 
registered  premises,  whether  fatal  or  where  the  employee  is  dis- 
abled for  more  than  three  days  from  doing  his  usual  work,  must  be 
notified  to  the  Local  Authority.  During  1967  we  received  notifica- 
tion of  two  accidents,  both  involving  female  employees  and  both  of 
a minor  nature,  however  they  were  investigated  and  advice  was 
given  which  might  prevent  a recurrence  of  similar  accidents. 

It  is  felt  that  the  number  of  accidents  reported,  i.e.,  two,  does 
not  cover  all  accidents  that  have  occurred  in  registered  premises  and 
except  for  a few  multiple  firms,  very  few  employers  realise  their 
legal  obligation  to  notify  the  Local  Authority  of  any  accidents 
occurring  on  their  premises  where  an  employee  is  disabled  for  more 
than  three  days  from  doing  his  usual  work. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

The  complexities  of  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
with  regard  to  hours  of  opening,  including  Sunday  trading,  reach 
their  peak  when  applied  to  areas  frequented  as  holiday  resorts. 
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Following  their  usual  practice  the  Council  made  Orders  relating 
to  Sunday  trading  which  enabled  additional  facilities  to  be  available 
for  holiday-makers  on  eighteen  Sundays. 


Food  Inspection  and  Food  Hygiene 

The  routine  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  is  a duty  of  first  importance.  During  the  year,  as 
shown  in  the  following  table,  eleven  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
forty  animals  were  examined,  which  is  a small  increase  over  the 
number  for  the  previous  year.  As  usual  the  quality  of  the  livestock 
was  of  the  best,  and  the  quantity  found  to  be  diseased  was  minimal. 
Again  throughout  the  year  meat  inspection  duties  were  carried  out 
with  the  ready  co-operation  and  assistance  from  the  slaughterhouse 
employees. 

The  routine  sampling  of  public  water  supplies  was  continued 
throughout  the  year.  Thirty-six  samples  being  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  report  received  on  all  these  samples 
was  Class  1 — Excellent,”  and  the  samples  were  made  up  of  twelve 
from  the  Rhyl  supply,  fourteen  from  the  Glyn  Lws  supply  and  ten 
from  the  Llyn  Conwy  source. 

The  Llyn  Conwy  source  is  a supply  which  became  available  to 
the  Llanddulas  and  Rhydyfoel  areas  on  the  27th  July,  1967,  when 
the  supply  from  Glyn  Lws  was  discontinued.  Although  the  Glyn 
Lws  supply  was  invariably  found  to  be  of  an  excellent  bacterio- 
logical standard,  troubles  were  experienced  due  to  colour  and 
sometimes  also  to  taste  and  smell.  During  the  early  summer  of 
1967,  the  amount  of  vegetable  matter  in  the  reservoir  had  increased 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  choke  the  filters.  Steps  were  taken  to  kill 
the  vegetation,  but  unfortunately  the  decaying  vegetation  gave  rise 
to  the  unpalatable  condition  due  to  taste  and  smell. 

Seven  samples  of  milk,  as  retailed,  were  collected,  three  from 
vending  machines  and  four  in  course  of  delivery  to  consumers.  In 
each  case  the  milk  was  of  the  type  carrying  the  designation  ” un- 
treated,” meaning  that  it  was  raw  or  non-heat-treated  milk  from 
cows  which  had  passed  the  tuberculin  test.  All  samples  satisfied 
the  prescribed  Statutory  tests,  and  also  they  gave  negative  results 
to  the  Ring  Test  and  the  biological  test  for  evidence  of  Brucellosis. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  collected,  these  being 
in  the  main  samples  of  ice  cream  sold  ‘‘  unwrapped.”  One  case 
only,  a sample  of  ” soft  ice  cream  ” was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Advice  was  given  with  particular  reference  to  the  process  of 
cleansing  of  the  equipment.  Subsequent  samples  from  this  source 
were  found  to  comply  with  the  recommended  bacteriological 
standards. 
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During  the  year  a number  of  complaints  were  received  relating 
to  the  presence  in  foodstuffs  of  “ foreign  bodies.”  One  case  related 
to  a thin  splinter  of  wood  in  a stick  of  rock,  a second  case  related 
to  a sausage  roll  affected  with  mould,  while  another  case  was  con- 
cerned with  the  presence  of  a wasp  inside  a boiled  sweet.  Exhaustive 
enquiries  were  made,  involving  also  investigations  by  our  colleagues 
in  the  districts  where  the  products  were  manufactured.  It  is  often 
extremely  difficult  to  be  able  to  prove  positive  negligence  or  un- 
hygienic practices  on  the  part  of  the  producers.  The  presence  of 
foreign  bodies  in  foodstuffs  should  be  avoidable,  but  with  the  ever- 
increasing  speed  of  processing,  it  is  doubtful  if  it  can  be  totally 
avoided.  In  the  cases  which  were  investigated  we  were  satisfied 
that  cautions  and  not  prosecutions  were  appropriate. 

In  dealing  with  any  new  premises  where  food  is  to  be  handled, 
there  is  the  closest  co-operation  with  the  Council’s  Surveyor  in  the 
examination  of  the  submitted  plans.  The  Council  also  adopted  the 
recommendation  to  require  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences 
for  the  use  of  customers  frequenting  all  new  cafes  or  ” refreshment 
houses  ” as  defined  in  Section  89  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Details  of  Meat  Condemned  at  the  Abattoir 

BEEF  : 

(a)  Complete  carcases  ; Nil. 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  ; 

98  Oxen  — Non-Tubercular  Diseases  1 ,224  lbs. 


PORK  : 

(a)  Complete  carcases  : Nil. 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

24  parts  — Localised  Tuberculosis  240  lbs. 

26  parts  — Other  diseases 91  lbs. 

VEAL  : Nil. 

.MUTTON  AND  LAMB  : 

3 Complete  Sheep  Carcases 82  lbs. 

36  Part  Carcase 75  lbs. 

(Non-Tubercular  Disease) 


TOTAL  WEIGHTS  CONDEMNED 


15  cwts.  1 qr.  41  lbs. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
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Other  Foods  Condemned 


Canned  Fish 22  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  ...  209  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables ...  290  lbs. 

Canned  Milk 33  lbs. 

Canned  Meat 132  lbs. 

Canned  Soup 56  lbs. 

Canned  Puddings 96  lbs. 

Frozen  Foods  ...  128  lbs. 

Frozen  Liver 600  lbs. 

Tea 49  lbs. 

Biscuits 22  lbs. 

Cheese 12  lbs. 

Jelly 21  lbs. 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  CONDEMNED ...  14  cwts.  3 qrs.  18  lbs. 


Rodent  and  Pest  Control 

The  maintenance  of  the  urban  district  in  as  near  as  is  practic- 
able to  a rodent-free  condition  is  essential  in  the  interests  of  environ- 
mental hygiene.  The  Council’s  operator  who  also  serves  the  Aled 
and  St.  Asaph  Councils  is  efficient  and  conscientious,  but  it  is  also 
essential  that  signs  of  rodent  infestation  should  be  promptly  notified. 

The  Council's  decision  to  give  a free  rodent  destruction  service 
in  respect  of  residential  properties  is  a constructive  step  in  the 
general  problem  of  control  over  rodent  infestation.  The  difficulties 
of  recovery  of  small  charges  for  this  work  was  also  a matter  of 
concern. 

All  types  of  properties  and  premises  may  be  liable  to  infesta- 
tion and  all  are  treated.  The  sewers,  the  refuse  tip  and  any  other 
Council  properties  receive  regular  attention  from  the  operator. 

Requests  are  also  received  for  assistance  in  dealing  with  insect 
pests,  such  as  bed  bugs,  ants,  fleas,  cockroaches,  wasps,  and  with 
pigeons. 

Factories 

The  Statutory  return,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  is  included  in  this  report.  Generally 
speaking  our  duties  regarding  factories  do  not  make  heavy  demands 
on  our  time.  Sometimes  there  are  problems  connected  with  the  dis- 
posal of  waste.  At  one  industrial  undertaking  which  is  controlled, 
in  part,  by  H.M.  Alkali  Inspector,  discharge  into  the  atmosphere 
of  smoke  and  dust  gives  rise  to  complaint. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  service  of  refuse  collection  in  our  area  is  peculiarly  difficult 
for  two  main  reasons.  The  area  is  a rapidly  growing  one  and  it 
is  a holiday  area  where  the  summer  population  increase  is  four 
times  as  great  as  the  resident  population. 

The  Council  have  resolved  to  appoint  a " Supervisory  Fore- 
man ” in  order  to  establish  essential  control  over  the  workmen  and 
to  secure  the  operation  of  an  efficient  service.  In  spite  of  consider- 
able and  sustained  efforts  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  we  have 
been  unsuccessful  in  appointing  a suitable  person  to  this  essential 
position. 

It  is  disappointing  that  the  new  disposal  site  at  Gofer,  Towyn, 
is  not  available  for  use.  The  continued  use  of  the  site  on  the  fore- 
shore near  to  “ Beach  House,”  Llanddulas,  is  a most  undesirable 
circumstance. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Council  adopted,  in  principle, 
my  proposals  for  a scheme  designed  to  restore  as  far  as  practicable 
and  reasonable,  the  lost  amenities  of  this  portion  of  the  Abergele 
coastal  scene.  The  necessary  preliminary  discussions  regarding  this 
scheme  are  now  taking  place. 

Miscellaneous 

Duties  also  have  to  be  carried  out  under  a number  of  minor 
Acts  including  : 

The  Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963. 

The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964. 

Co-operation  with  other  Authorities  is  also  of  a postive  nature 
in  that  I represent  the  Council  at  meetings  of  the  Families  Com- 
mittee of  the  Children’s  Department  of  the  County  Council.  In 
addition,  I am  the  appointed  member  on  behalf  of  the  Urban  Dis- 
tricts in  the  County  on  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  of  the  Denbighshire 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

The  appointment  of  an  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  on 
the  1st  April,  1966,  has  enabled  more  routine  work  to  be  carried 
out.  A comparison  of  the  general  statistics  given  in  Table  One  of 
this  Report  shows  that  the  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits 
for  the  year  1967  is  approximately  double  the  total  for  the  year 
1965. 


Factories  Act,  1961 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “ cases  ") 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 

Four  persons  were  on  the  Register  of  Outworkers. 


